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INTRODUCTION

To the Office of the Pardon Attorney and The President of the United States:

This Petition for Commutation of Sentence on behalf of Richard Victor Mahee seeks to
present a compelling and extraordinary case for executive clemency. It is grounded in the
fundamental principles of justice, equity, and redemption—the same values that
underpin the presidential clemency power itself. Mr. Mahee's journey is one of profound
remorse, demonstrable rehabilitation, and extraordinary public service carried out within
the confines of incarceration. It is also a case of deeply troubling sentencing disparities
and judicial oversight that, without relief, will continue to deny proportional justice.

At its core, this petition is supported by two critical factors recognized as common
grounds for granting commutation:

1. Demonstrated Rehabilitation and Good Behavior, through an unprecedented
transformation in physical, emotional, and educational health, and through contributions
that have positively affected hundreds of incarcerated individuals.

2. Extraordinary Public Service, through leadership of in-prison educational and health
programs, mentorship, volunteer coordination, and strategic planning to reduce
recidivism and foster successful reentry—achievements more commonly associated with
accomplished civic leaders than with federal inmates.

The documents enclosed in this petition—including the Presentence Report, Statement
of Reasons, Judgment, Progress Report, and Exhibits—corroborate this story of
transformation and service. Additionally, we encourage review of the audio discussion of
Mr. Mahee’s federal appeal, which provides a clear breakdown of the legal inequities
surrounding this case and offers valuable insight into the larger context of PPP loan fraud
prosecutions.

M12 Mahee PPP Loan Fraud Appeal.wav
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A Sentence That Violates the Spirit of Justice

Richard Mahee was one of ten individuals indicted in December 2021 for involvement in
a conspiracy to defraud the Paycheck Protection Program during the COVID-19 pandemic.
His role was one of recruiter and marketing associate—far from the central orchestrator,
yet he received the harshest punishment. Despite pleading guilty, expressing remorse,
and cooperating early, Mr. Mahee was sentenced to 51 months of incarceration and
ordered to pay over $1.3 million in restitution. In contrast, co-defendants with
comparable or even greater culpability—including individuals charged with multiple
counts and accountable for significant losses—received either probation, pretrial
diversion, or had their charges dismissed outright.

The disparity is so stark that it not only undermines public confidence in the fairness of
the criminal justice system—it offends the constitutional and statutory values embedded
in 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a)(6), which calls for avoiding unjust sentencing disparities among
similarly situated individuals.

This case is not about excusing guilt; Mr. Mahee has never denied his wrongdoing.
Instead, it is about ensuring that punishment aligns with culpability, and that
disproportionate justice does not become permanent injustice. The judicial process failed
to acknowledge his unique post-conviction trajectory—choosing instead to focus
narrowly on the procedural guidelines and excluding broader notions of equity and
rehabilitation. Clemency offers a constitutional course correction.

A Model of Rehabilitation Behind Bars

At the time of self-surrender, Richard Mahee faced daunting personal and medical
challenges. He was morbidly obese, diabetic, nearly blind, and physically deteriorating
from years of unmanaged health issues. Today, thanks to personal discipline and
voluntary educational pursuit, he has lost over 110 pounds, reversed his diabetes,
normalized his A1C levels, and become a certified fitness trainer and nutritionist through
correspondence courses—entirely self-financed and self-directed.



But his transformation has gone far beyond his own health. Recognizing a critical need
within the Bureau of Prisons community, Mr. Mahee founded and led multiple initiatives
including:

e Get Healthy — a structured health and fitness program involving over 100
incarcerated individuals.

e ReBuild — a comprehensive personal development and reentry program designed
to reduce recidivism and provide support before and after release. The initiative
is partnered with Faith-Based Organizations and includes education tracks,
volunteer services, and career development planning.

e The Presidential Path to Freedom — a First Step Act-oriented curriculum
completed by dozens of inmates, many of whom earned credits and certifications
as a direct result of Mr. Mahee’s mentorship and instruction.

He transitioned from a clerical role in UNICOR to a recognized instructor in the Recreation
Department, where he mentored others to pass courses, apply for programs, and
transform their own lives. His participation in over 650 First Step Act time credits and
facilitation of continued learning through ALEPH, ISSA, and other platforms underscores
not only his commitment, but his rare leadership within the incarcerated population.

This is not ordinary rehabilitation. It is exceptional.

Extraordinary Public Service Inside Prison Walls

While incarcerated, Mr. Mahee has made significant public contributions. Through
ReBuild and related programs, he:

Created a volunteer exchange system that mobilizes inmate labor and skills in service of
Faith-Based Organizations in exchange for meals, communication access, and
transportation for those reentering society.

Facilitated pre-release preparation by coordinating resume writing, job placement, and
resource connections with community-based organizations.



Spearheaded a partnership model that now connects over 50 incarcerated individuals
with support networks outside of prison—including housing, education, and health
services.

Moreover, he has coordinated wellness courses, organized community gift drives such as
Santa for Seniors, and built scalable programming that could be replicated across other
BOP facilities. In terms of impact and service, Mr. Mahee has become a mentor, a program
director, and a public health advocate—all while incarcerated.

It is rare, if not unheard of, for an individual within the federal prison system to achieve
this level of influence, innovation, and measurable community benefit in such a short
time. His actions rival the social contributions of civic leaders in the free world.

In further demonstration of his commitment to rehabilitation and service, Mr. Mahee has
completed over 700 documented hours of programming under the First Step Act (FSA)—
far exceeding the Bureau of Prisons’ own incentive threshold of 100 hours, as outlined in
the FSA Approved Programs Guide (Exhibits). His record includes coursework,
certifications, and training across wellness, education, cognitive development, and
reentry planning. He is certified as a Fitness Trainer and Nutritionist, and has led initiatives
that incorporate curriculum from evidence-based programs like ALEPH’s “7 Paths,” the
Non-Residential Drug Program, and OSHA-compliant safety and compliance courses. Mr.
Mahee not only participated in these programs—he organized, instructed, and promoted
many of them for the benefit of his peers. This 700-hour benchmark is not merely a
guantitative achievement, but a qualitative one: it reflects the rare case of an
incarcerated individual whose self-discipline and civic vision made him an informal
educator, a reentry planner, and a community organizer behind bars. A complete list of
completed courses and programs is attached to the end of this Introduction as a
supplement.

The Legal System Cannot Rectify the Imbalance—But Clemency Can

The legal appeal filed in United States v. Mahee is currently under review by the Eleventh
Circuit. It powerfully outlines procedural flaws, unequal treatment of co-defendants, and
the court's failure to require basic evidentiary standards in support of restitution. These
legal issues remain vital, and they are compelling in their own right. However, clemency
does not rest solely on legal error—it rests on mercy, equity, and a vision for redemption.



Clemency allows the executive branch to consider what the judicial branch sometimes
overlooks: the human potential for change, the moral imperative of fairness, and the
national interest in restoring people who can still do good. Mr. Mahee's sentence was
shaped by technicalities. His rehabilitation is shaped by conscience and courage.

Conclusion: A Voice for Justice and Second Chances

Richard Mahee has become more than an inmate—he has become a teacher, an
organizer, a healer, and a voice for accountability. He has demonstrated that
incarceration need not be an end, but a beginning. In his own words: “Get healthy, rebuild
at any plateau in life, and help others do the same.”

We respectfully ask that you recognize this extraordinary record of rehabilitation, this
proven record of public service, and this glaring imbalance in sentencing—and grant
Richard Mahee the opportunity to return home and continue contributing to his family,
his community, and his country.

A link to the audio discussion of his federal appeal will provide deeper understanding of
the unique context, errors, and disparities involved in his case.

M12 Mahee PPP Loan Fraud Appeal.wav
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Thank you for your attention to this request, and for your stewardship of the values that
make clemency a vital instrument of justice.
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Summary Reentry Plan - Progress Report

Dept. of Justice / Fedsral Dureau of Prisons
Transfer Report Raport for inmate: MAHEE, RICHARD 80702-5%0%

SEQUENCE: 00519901

Report Date: 04-14-2025

rz|

Facility:
Name:
Register No..
Quarters:
Age:

Dale of Birth:

FTD FORT DIX FCI
MAHEE, RICHARD

80702-509 Proj. Rel Date:
V02-184L Release Method:
52 DNA Slatus:
06-23-1972

Cuslody Level:
Security Level:

ouT
MINIMUM
06-25-2027
FIRST STEP

FTD15147 / 03-21-2024

Contact Information
Release contact & address
Maureen Whitehill, WIFE

1403 Pheasan! Hollow , Plainsboro, NJ DB635 US

=

Offenses and Sentences Imposed

rCharge

Terms In Effect

18:1343 CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT WIRE FRAUD

51 MONTHS

Dale Senlence Computalion Began:

Senlencing Dislricl:
Days FSGT /WSGT / DGCT
oy @r L0

Detainers

03-21-2024

GEORGIA, NORTHERN

Days GCT ar EGT / SGT

54

Time Served

Years: 1 Months: 0 Days: 27 +2 JC

+ Jail Credit - InOp Time
-0 InOp

[Detaining Agency

Remarks

NO DETAINER

Program Plans

Inmale Mahee displays indepandent living skills commensurate with instilution or community opportunities (o include maintanance of a clean residence,
a responsible budget 1o Include a savings accounl, meal preparation, appropnale personal hygiene and appearance and proper atiquefle.

Current FSA Assignments
IAssignment Description Start )
FTC ELIG FTC-ELIGIBLE - REVIEWED 03-31-2024
N-ANGER N NEED - ANGER/HOSTILITY NO 01-21-2025
N-ANTISO N NEED - ANTISOCIAL PEERS NO 01-21-2025
N-COGNTV N NEED - COGNITIONS NO 01-21-2025
N-DYSLEX N NEED - DYSLEXIA NO 03-21-2024
N-EDUC ¥ NEED - EDUCATION YES 01-21-2025
N-FINPV Y NEED - FINANCE/POVERTY YES 01-21-2025
N-FMIPAR N NEED - FAMILY/PARENTING NO 01-21-2025
MMHLTHN NEED - MENTAL HEALTH NO 01-21-2025
N-MEDICL ¥ NEED - MEDICAL YES 01-21-2025
N-RLF N NEED - REC/LEISURE/FITNESS NO 01-21-2025
N-SUB AB N NEED - SUBSTANCE ABUSE NO 01-21-2025
N-TRAUMA N NEED - TRAUMA NO 01-21-2025
N-WORK N NEED - WORK NO 01-21-2025
PREF HOUSE EBRR INCENTIVE PREFER HOUSING 07-29-2024
R-MIN MINIMUM RISK RECIDIVISM LEVEL 01-21-2025
FSA Comments
lnmm. Mahee 15 FTC ELIGIBLE with LOW/MINIMUM RISK RECIDIVISM LEVEL ]
Curront Work Assignments
|Fac! Assignment  Descriplion Slarl =13

Sentry Data as of 04-14-2025

Summary Reentry Plan - Progress Report
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PETITION FORM




OMB Control Number: 1123-0015 Expiration Date: 11302026

e e ———
PETITION FOR COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE

e

Instructions:

This petition form is for secking commutation (reduction) of the imprisonment and/or supervision portion
of your sentence. If you are secking pardon after completion of your sentence or only remission of
financial penalties, plcasc use the applications for those types of requests.

Beforc filling out the application form, plcase make surc you meet these 3 requircments:

1) You were convicted in a federal criminal court, NOT a state or military court;

2) You arc currently serving a federal prison sentence or a term of federal supervision, such as
parolc, supcrvised relcase, or probation; AND

3) You do not have any court challenges currently pending against your conviction or sentence,
such as a dircct appeal or motion under 28 U.S.C. § 2255. This requircment does not apply 1o

capital cascs.

In the form, you will be asked to give information on your conviction(s) and why you believe you descrve
commutation.

Do:

e Answer cach question truthfully, accurately, and in your own words.

¢ Give full, detailed answers to questions to help process your application more quickly.

® Attach additional pages or documents if you need more space or to provide morc inforination.

e Answer cvery question. If a question docs not apply to you, explain why.

e Type or handwrite the petition in ink so that it can be read casily if you arc submitting by mail or
cmatl; use of the fillable PDF form is preferred.

e Submit attachments in PDF or Word format, if submitting by email.

¢ Ask that the Burcau of Prisons official submitting your application, if applicable, include copies of

yo

N

Pdescnience report

/
ement of rcasons

%]

mcent

N

Progress report from within the last 18 months
Do NOT:

Do NOT use this form if you are asking for only remission or pardon afier completion of sentence.

There arc other applications for those types of requests.
e Do NOT usc this form if you are asking for commutation of a military sentence; you must apply

through the military branch of conviction.
Do NOT staple, glue, bind, or tape any portion of your application or attached matcnals.
Only documents in PDF or Word formats arc accepted.

United States Depariment of Sustice

MAHEE, RI (%i%‘fr%"é‘%‘%ﬁ’w Dbimier 2023
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OMB Control Number: 1123-0015 Expiration Date: 11/30/2026

Ways to submit your materials:

Email documents in PDF or Word format to USPardon.Auorney(@usdoj.gov (preferred)
Mail forms (typed or printed in ink) to U.S. Department of Justice. Office of the Pardon Attomey,
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, DC 20530; submissions by mail will take longer to

process than submission by other methods

.

Notices

Your disclosure of information to the Office of the Pardon Attorney on this form is voluntary. However, if
you do not complete all of the information fields in this form, we may not be able to process your request.

Immigration status

If you are not a citizen of the United States, you should be aware that commutation of your sentence only
shortens the prison sentence and will not result in a change of your immigration status. If a detainer has
been lodged against you for deportation or removal, commutation of sentence will not prevent your
deportation or removal from the United States and may actually hasten the process.

False statements

A knowing and willful false statement in a document submitted to the government may subject you to
criminal punishment, including up to five years' imprisonment and a $250,000 finc. Sce 18 U.S.C. §§

1001 and 3571.

No appeal from a denial of clemency

The President alone has the power to commute a scntence for a federal offense. It is an extraordinary
remedy that is very rarely granted. You will be notificd when a final decision is made on your petition,
and there is no appeal from the President's decision to deny a clemency request.

Re-applying
If your petition is denied, you may rcapply one year after the date of denial.

Privacy Act statement

The Office of the Pardon Attorney has authority to collect this information under the United States
Constiwtion, Article I1, Section 2 (the pardon clause); Orders of the Attormey General Nos. 1798-93, 58
Fed. Reg. 53658 and 53659 (1993), 2317-2000, 65 Fed. Reg. 48381 (2000), and 2323-2000, 65 Fed. Reg.
58223 and 58224 (2000), codificd in 28 C.F.R. §§ 1.1 et seq. (the rules governing petitions for executive
clemency); and Order of the Attcmey General No. 1012-83, 48 Fed. Reg. 22290 (1983), as codified in 28
C.F.R. §§ 0.35 and 0.36 (the authority of the Office of the Pardon Attorney). The principal purpose for
collecting this information is to enable the Officc of the Pardon Attorney to process your request for
remission. The routine uses which may be made of this information include provision of data to the
President and his staff, other governmental entities, and the public. The full list of routine uscs for this
correspondence can be found in the System of Records Notice titled, “*Privacy Act of 1974; System of
Records,” published in Federal Register, September 15, 2011, Vol. 76, No. 179, at pages 57078 through
57080; as amended by “Privacy Act of 1974; System of Records.” published in the Federal Register, May

25,2017, Vol. 82, No. 100, at page 24161, and at the 1..S. Department of Justice, Officc of Privacy and

United States Department of Justice

Pardop A -
MAHEE, RiC e 0] o DA ber 2023

“~iWushinglon,-D.COX0
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OMB Control Number: 1123-0015 Expiration Date: 11/30/12026

If you are granted or denied commutation by the President, your name will be released, including on our
website, in accordance with our Freedom of Information Act obligations. Non-public documents, such as
this petition and supporting documents, the presentence investigation report, the results of any federal
background investigation, and the recommendation of the Department of Justice, are not generally
available under the Freedom of Information and Privacy Acts. However, the Pardon Attorncy may
disclose the contents of executive clemency files in the possession of the Department of Justice when the
disclosure is required by law or the ends of justice. Additionally, this office would, if asked, confirm that
a specific individual has applied for or was granted or denied clemency.

The President and his immediate staff are not subjcct to the constraints of the Freedom of Information and
Privacy Acts. Accordingly, while clemency-related documents in the possession of the White House
traditionally have not been made public, they may be legally disclosed at the discretion of the President.
In addition, clemency-related documents retained by the White House at the end of a presidential
administration will become part of the President’s official library, where they become subject to the

disclosure provisions of the Presidential Records Act.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This collection meets the requirements of 44 U.S.C. § 3507, as
amended by the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. We estimate that it will take 2 hours to read the
instructions, gather the facts, and answer questions. Send only comments relating to our estimate of time
burden to: Office of the Pardon Attorney, 950 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC, 20530.

Note: Nothing in these instructions is legal advice.

United States Depariment of Justice

MAHEE, RI C%%’m“igggmﬁfbg;ﬂm 2023

Page 105 of 258




OMB Control Number: 1123-0015 Expiration Date: 11/302026

PETITION FOR COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE

Relief sought:
| >

- . .
Reduction of prison sentence and
y remission of finerestitution

D Reduction of supervised release, probation, or parole

D Reduction of prison sentence

To the President of the United States:

The undcrsigned petitioner, a person subject to federal imprisonment or other restriction, asks for
commutation of sentence and in support thereof states as follows:

1. Identifying information:

Nam: 'K okawl( Ul ¢ l’r’b

(first) (middle) flast)
Name at Conviction: O".Lk(nc[ U e ‘l’ oz~ *Ma.li{.ﬁ_._
if different) N iy (middlle) (last)

Date of Birth: iﬂéi_&?zrli_f’lk Place of Birth: le(cyvm(l——. %X ((E{S g_
Social Security No.: Mg_&_&m&__ BOP Register No.: 8_0 :}’O = gof’_
No

Gender: Are you Hispanic or Latino? O Yes
Race: Alaska Native or Native D Asian lack or African
(select all that apply) American American
Native Hawaiian or Other l:] White D Other
Pacilic Islander
U.S. citizen? Yes O No.
(country of citzenship)
Is an attorney hclping you with this petition form? O Yes N¢
Attorney name: Attomney email:
United States Departmeat of Justice
ice,of Y Pardon Al
MAH E ! %Xﬁm‘g/onm G’.‘OHX’?-&MMI' 023
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